Proc. R. Soc. Med. Volume 60 March 1967 the frontal areas of the brain. Habituation may therefore play an important part in what is generally described as acclimatization; this point has not always been appreciated by physiologists.
Important as habituation may be in the process of acclimatization to hot or cold environments or to high altitudes, it is not, as the author seems to suggest, the whole story. His book would have gained in value if he had been rather more objective in assessing the role of habituation. Nevertheless, in spite of reservations, physiologists and pharmacologists should read this book. This book is more of a catalogue than a textbook and it is not always clear that the author's material, as distinctfrom the literature, is being quoted. The amount of small print makes difficult reading, and the radiology has a rather outmoded classical air about it; screening and oblique views being regarded as a routine. The reproduction of tracings and diagrams is excellent, and that of X-rays and angiocardiograms moderate. The bibliography is useful in that it has plenty of European references, although rather few from the United Kingdom. R E BONHAM CARTER Obstetrics for the Family Doctor by David Brown ppx+170 30s London: Pitman Medical 1966 Here is a book designed for the GP obstetrician before he goes on a postgraduate course in obstetrics. The Chelmsford group have for many years worked as a team both inside and outside hospital and, in accepting that beds are not available for all women in labour, emphasize that the 'outside team' is as important as the hospital team and that close liaison should be effected. This is the basis on which David Brown has organized his postgraduate instruction. The delivery of a breech or twins is of course for hospital, but the patient's own doctor is welcomed not as a visitor but as a colleague who scrubs up in theatre, or on occasions takes over the delivery under supervision. It is unfortunate that this ideal is not everywhere possible, but it makes pleasant reading to hear that Chelmsford and district have had some success in this kind of liaison. The author draws a thick red line separating hospital practice and normal domiciliary obstetrics, and this is vital especially since he commends what could be a dangerous form of treatment, i.e. buccal oxytocin, where huge doses of oxytocin can be absorbed in quite short times. This is not for the general practitioner working on his own outside hospital. Laryngoscopy for the child who does not breathe is commended -'the technique of using an infant's laryngoscope for intubation may be learnt from a consultant anwsthetist'. This, however, presents serious practical difficulties and the only proper method of learning this valuable technique is to be a house surgeon in obstetrics before proceeding to general practice and domiciliary midwifery.
I commend this book to those who wish to keep up to date with modern obstetrics. For the student it is a most readable resume of certain parts of obstetrics, particularly those which he is liable to encounter in general practice.
H C MCLAREN The general tone of the book seems to have moved a little from the descriptions of new antibiotics toward the treatment of infectious disease and the development of bacterial resistance. The need for more antibiotics is stressed, especially for use on the Gram-negative rods, which appear to be able to develop resistance very conveniently
